




FORE\VORD 

As President of the Board of Trade, I am pleased to ha,·e overall 
rcspons1bihty for m-il space policy within the United Kingdom. 
For 1992 the UK provides the Chairmanship of CEOS I therefore 
take great pleasure in presenting this report which prondes a 
comprehensive account of satellite measurements and their relevance 
to global envuonmental programmes 

CEOS, the Committee on Earth Observations Satellites, is an international 
organisation with a remit to bring about better cooperation in space missions 
aimed at observing the Earth. The report has been prepared on behalf of 
CEOS and sets out the existing and proposed Earth observation satellite 
missions anticipated over the next 15 years. It descnbes how these 
programmes provide mformahon that IS crucial to the success of global 
em·1ronmental programmes. It 1s the first attempt to present ex1stmg 
and future programmes m this unified way 

I am confident you will find 1t a useful statement of the contnbut10n of 
satellite programmes as you prepare for the meehng in Brazil Many of 
the issues that will face you there are global problems. They will require 
global solutions and these in their tum require information on a global 
scale. Earth observation from space offers unique opportunities to 
obtam that information. 

I mvself have no doubt that without these space programmes we would 
kn~w far less than we need to know about what is happening on Earth 

~ichael Heseltine 
President of the Board of Trade 
United Kingdom 
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